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s capacity as Liquidator 

 State”), hereby submits 

the following Evidence in support of his Application For Orders Authorizing Liquidator To Enter 

Archival Materials Agreem r Materials To UCLA Library.   

 

DECLARATIONS

 Applicant Insurance Commissioner of the State of California, in hi

(“Liquidator”) of Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company (“Golden

ent And Transfe

 

  

ry E. Strong   

     Ex A:  Statement of Qualifications 

    6 UCLA – Golden State Transfer Agreement 

ichael R. Weiss  

EXHIBITS

1.  Declaration of David E. Wilson 

 2.     Declaration of Ga

Ex B:  198

 3.     Declaration of M

 

 

Exhibit No.   Description 

ment 

r Appointing Conservator 

  Order of Liquidation  

4.  Request for Proposals 

5.   August 9, 2010 Letter from Conservator 

6.   October 14, 2010 Letter from Conservator 

7.   UCLA Proposal 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.   Archival Materials Agree

2.   Orde

3. 
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ARATION OF DAVID E. WILSONDECL  

 over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts and 

ould and would 

rance Commissioner of 

s, and have a Bachelor 

l positions with Ernst & 

 1989 to 1991, I was the 

 Health Care Corporation, a 

numerous companies and HMOs including 

Blue Cross and Blue 

s Inc., a national 

ns. 

present, I have been and 

en State”).  As the Special 

d management of all 

matters pertaining to the conservation of Golden State.  Since September 30, 2009, when the 

Conservator assumed control of Golden State, I and the Conservator’s staff have, among other 

items, managed Golden State’s day-to-day operations, commenced marshalling Golden State’s 

assets, commenced reducing Golden State’s expenses and liabilities, and carried out the 

Conservator’s numerous duties.  I am very familiar with the business operations and financial 

condition of Golden State and events leading up to the proposed orders of liquidation for Golden 

State through my extensive involvement in its operations in my role as CEO of the CLO. 

I, David E. Wilson, declare as follows: 

1. I am

circumstances set forth in this declaration, and if called upon to do so, I c

competently testify thereto.  

2. I am the Chief Executive Officer and Special Deputy Insu

the Insurance Commissioner’s Conservation & Liquidation Office (“CLO”).  I have more than 30 

years of experience in the accounting, health care, and insurance industrie

of Arts in Accounting.  From 1973 to 1989, I served in several manageria

Young, rising from a staff accountant to become partner in 1986.  From

senior vice president and Chief Financial Officer of Rocky Mountain

$3 billion claim processing management company for 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Colorado, Blue Shield of New Mexico, 

Shield of Nevada, and Rocky Mountain Life Insurance Company.  Thereafter, until 2005 when I 

became the CEO of the CLO, I was president of D.E. Wilson & Associate

insurance consulting firm working with troubled insurance organizatio

3. Starting on September 30, 2009, and continuing to the 

currently am the Special Deputy Insurance Commissioner on behalf of the Insurance 

Commissioner in his Statutory Capacity as Conservator (“Conservator”) and then Liquidator 

(“Liquidator”) of Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company (“Gold

Deputy Insurance Commissioner, I am responsible for the supervision an



 G:\!GRP\!CASES\204-410-04\Pleadings\Art Apps\UCLA\Finals\UCLA Wilson Dec.doc 

- 2 - 
DECLARATION OF DAVID E. WILSON IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR ORDERS 

AUTHORIZING LIQUIDATOR TO ENTER ARCHIVAL MATERIALS AGREEMENT 
 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

18

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

Epstein Turner Weiss 
A Professional Corporation 

633 West Fifth Street 
Suite 3330 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

or Orders Authorizing 

ls Agreement And Transfer Materials To UCLA Library, 

ertaining to Golden 

stries, my review and 

on of Golden State, my 

aintained in the regular and ordinary 

course of business and believed to be entered contemporaneously by persons having knowledge 

y review of this 

4. I have read the Notice Of Application And Application F

Liquidator To Enter Archival Materia

Memorandum and Declaration of Michael R. Weiss. 

5. Based on my supervision and management of all matters p

State, my experience in the accounting, health care, and insurance indu

understanding of the events related to the conservation and now liquidati

and my staff’s review of the files and records routinely m

of the events recorded and whose job duties include recording them, and m

application and its supporting papers and documents, I state the following: 

Order Appointing Conservator of Golden State. 

6. On September 30, 2009, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge David P. Yaffe issued 

ppointing Conservator”) 

rrect copy of the Order 

Golden State was conserved because as of June 30, 2009, Golden State was 

financially impaired pursuant to Insurance Code § 988 and deemed to be operating in a hazardous 

ets in excess of liabilities 

 longer continue its 

n because it lacked sufficient paid-in capital and surplus to ensure 

policyholder safety.  

Order of Liquidation for Golden State

an Order Appointing Conservator And Restraining Order (“Order A

which, among other items, appointed the Commissioner as Conservator of Golden State.  

Attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “2” is a true and co

Appointing Conservator.   

7. 

financial condition in that its reported paid-in capital and surplus of ass

was $1,650,693 instead of the required $5,000,000.  Golden State could no

operations without conservatio

. 

8. On January 28, 2011, this Court terminated the Insurance Commissioner’s status as 

Conservator and ordered and appointed the Insurance Commissioner to serve as Liquidator of 

Golden State (“Liquidator”).  Attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “3” is a true and 

correct copy of the Order of Liquidation.   

9. The Insurance Commissioner was appointed Liquidator because Golden State is 
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abilities of $9,291,895 

ng assets of $5,721,154 by over $3 million ($5,721,154 in assets - 

insolvent in that, as of September 30, 2010, Golden State’s estimated li

exceed its estimated remaini

$9,291,895 in liabilities = $-3,570,741).  

Golden State’s Historical Materials. 

10. I am informed and believe and thereon state that Golden 

1925 and became the largest African American owned insurance company

States.  Over this time, Golden State accumulated a significant collectio

including documents, photographs, albums, tapes, recordings and memor

American history in Los Angeles and the history of Golden State an

employees, history, policies, corporate records,

State was founded in 

 in the western United 

n of historical materials 

abilia relating to African 

d its founders, officers, 

 advertising materials, annual reports and 

 the numerous historical 

adquarters in Los 

 Conservator’s Request for Proposals to Sell Artwork and Murals

statements, and many other matters of interest to the public.  I have seen

documents and materials on many occasions at Golden State’s former he

Angeles.       

. 

est for Proposals (“RFP”) 

State’s art collection, two 

 proposals to the 

rein as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of 

ollection, murals and 

t proposals to August 31, 

2010.  Attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of the 

Letter from the Conservator dated August 9, 2010.   

13. On October 14, 2010, in conclusion of his efforts to evaluate and clarify proposals, 

the Conservator advised all bidders and all known prospective bidders to “remove any 

contingencies imposed by them on their proposals and ensure that their proposals fully comply 

with the RFP’s instructions including, without limitation, payment of 25% of the proposed 

purchase price for each item by no later than October 29, 2010.”  Attached hereto and 

11. On June 25, 2010, the Conservator commenced a Requ

process in which persons and entities interested in purchasing Golden 

removable murals and/or historical materials were required to submit

Conservator.  Attached hereto and incorporated he

the RFP dated June 25, 2010. 

12. On August 9, 2010, due to continuing interest in the art c

historical materials, the Conservator extended the deadline to submi
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rein as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of the Letter from the Conservator 

 subject to strict 

pletion of any sales, and were 

nancial aspects of the 

ms of payment; (2) size, financial strength and 

incorporated he

dated October 14, 2010.  

14. As stated in the RFP, all proposals and prospective bidders were

financial and disclosure requirements to ensure the successful com

evaluated based upon several factors including, without, limitation, (1) fi

proposal, including purchase price and ter

professional reputation of bidder; (3) amount of the collection bidder is willing to purchase; and 

(4) intended use and disposition of the items purchased.   

The UCLA Library’s Proposal. 

15. The UCLA Library submitted a proposal concerning Golden

materi

 State’s historical 

als, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this 

n cost, the UCLA Library 

o listed, reviewed, boxed, 

ival Materials 

ent”), a true and correct copy of which is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit 1.  The GSM Archival Collection is identified and 

 123 boxes of documents, 

n State and its founders, 

terials, annual reports and 

statements, and many other materials of interest to the public.   

  Other Proposals.

reference as Exhibit 7.  In furtherance of its proposal and at its ow

provided a team of trained and experienced cataloging professionals, wh

and readied the 123 box collection for transfer, which is now referenced as the GSM Archival 

Collection.   

16. On February 4, 2011, the Conservator entered into an Arch

Agreement with the UCLA Library (“Agreem

described in Exhibit A to the Agreement, and consists of approximately

photographs, albums, tapes, recordings and memorabilia relating to Golde

officers, employees, history, policies, corporate records, advertising ma

 

17. The other four proposals submitted to the Conservator concerning Golden State’s 

historical materials included (1) a proposal with a purchase price of $1 for the “bust of William 

Nickerson Jr. and all the historical materials and artifacts”, (2) a similar proposal with a purchase 

price of $300 for the William Nickerson Jr. bust and $900 for certain historical materials, (3) a 

proposal to purchase the materials for $2,000 with the stated goal “to merge the Historical 
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 (4) a proposal to 

 and historical materials for an 

Historical Materials

Materials with the archives previously donated to the UCLA Library”, and

purchase all of Golden State’s art collection, two removable murals

unknown amount stated as “TBD” (meaning “to be determined”), with a $1,000 deposit.   

 Recommendation of the UCLA Library’s Proposal for the .   

 recommend the UCLA 

rchival Collection because the proposal best 

 significant economic value to 

ould have had to incur 

ival Collection is a 

es, recordings, 

 in Los Angeles and the 

M Archival Collection 

tance of the GSM Archival 

e collection.  In the 

le to 

 broadest possible access 

e generations,” has agreed 

ps to ensure that the legacy of Golden State Mutual Life 

Insurance Company is preserved,” and has agreed to “explore opportunities for grant funding to 

digitize and describe the collections to enhance access and discovery of the records.”   

21. Third, I am informed and believe and thereon state the UCLA Library is a leading 

academic library, part of the University of California, and has an enormous research collection 

with appropriate facilities and resources to complete the Agreement and ensure the long-term 

preservation and public access to the collection.   

22. Fourth, I am informed and believe and thereon state that in 1986 Golden State 

18. I, on behalf of and with the approval of the Liquidator,

Library’s proposal for the transfer of the GSM A

satisfied the RFP’s selection criteria and it is fair, rational and in the best interests of Golden 

State’s creditors.  This recommendation is based on the following: 

19. First, none of the proposals submitted provided any

Golden State which exceeded the costs the Conservator (now Liquidator) w

to manage and transfer the collection to a buyer.  I believe the GSM Arch

historically significant collection of documents, photographs, albums, tap

memorabilia and other materials relating to African American history

history of Golden State. 

20. Second, the terms of the Agreement and transfer of the GS

to the UCLA Library are consistent with the historic value and impor

Collection and ensures the long-term preservation and public access to th

Agreement, the UCLA Library has agreed to “make the GSM Archival Collection availab

researchers and to the broader community, preserving and providing the

to and use of the archival materials for the benefit of present and futur

to “cooperate with community grou
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e UCLA Library has 

tance of the UCLA 

’s estate and creditors 

 indexed the GSM 

 and responsibility of 

ereby eliminating the 

r proposals offered small 

f trained and experienced 

e 123 box collection for 

 maintaining the materials at 

ounts offered.  

r through the RFP 

ls with a $1 and $900 

als do not provide 

tain the collection, or 

yment to Golden State 

sfer the collection to the 

osal to purchase the 

collection for $2,000 with the stated goal “to merge the Historical Materials with the archives 

previously donated to the UCLA Library” also does not provide sufficient information on how the 

bidder would transfer, preserve or maintain the collection, or provide public access to the 

collection, and does not provide sufficient payment to Golden State to review, index and transfer 

the collection to the bidder for eventual transfer to the UCLA Library would exceed the $2,000 

payment (where again the UCLA Library is paying these costs).  Finally, the proposal for the 

purchase of Golden State’s art collection, two removable murals and historical materials for an 

made a substantial donation of historical materials to UCLA which th

cataloged and made available to the public for research purposes.  Accep

Library’s proposal will permit the current GSM Archival Collection to merge into the Library’s 

existing archive of Golden State.   

23. Fifth, the UCLA Library’s proposal benefits Golden State

because (1) the UCLA Library has previously, at its cost, reviewed and

Archival Collection, and (2) the UCLA Library has agreed to bear the cost

transferring, preserving and providing public access to the collection, th

potential of such expenses to Golden State’s estate.  Although the othe

amounts of money for the materials, the UCLA Library provided more value to Golden State in 

connection with the materials.  The UCLA Library provided a team o

cataloging professionals, who listed, reviewed, boxed, and readied th

transfer, and has agreed to bear the expenses of transporting to and

the UCLA Library.  The cost savings to Golden State outweighs the small am

24. Sixth, the other four proposals submitted to the Conservato

process are not superior to the UCLA Library proposal.  The proposa

purchase price for the William Nickerson Jr. bust and historical materi

sufficient information on how the bidders would transfer, preserve or main

provide public access to the collection, and does not provide sufficient pa

to reimburse the anticipated expenses if he were to review, index and tran

bidder (where here the UCLA Library is paying these costs).  The prop
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unknown amount stated as "TBD", without specifying a purchase price and without the 25o/o

deposit, does not comply with the RFP and does not provide any assurance that the purchase price

would be paid, the collection would be transferred and the transaction would be completed.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this 22"d day of February,z0ll,at San Francisco, california.

DAVID E. WILSON
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Archival Materials Agreement

The Univers i ty  of  Cal i forn ia,  Los Angeles (UCLA) L ibrary and the Insurance Commissioner
of  the State of  Cal i forn ia,  as Conservator  of  Golden State Mutual  L i fe  Insurance Company (GSM)
enter  in to th is  Archiva l  Mater ia ls  Agreement .

Recitals

L.  WHEREAS, Golden State is  a mutual  l i fe  insurance company duly  organized and ex is t ing
under and by v i r tue of  the laws of  the State of  Cal i forn ia,  wi th  i ts  pr inc ipal  p lace of
business and home off ice located at 1999 West Adams Boulevard, Los Angeles,
Cal i forn ia 90018-3514.  Golden State was author ized to and d id t ransact  the business
of  l i fe ,  heal th  and d isabi l i ty  insurance and had in  force l i fe ,  heal th  and d isabi l i ty
insurance pol ic ies for  over  e ighty years.

2. WHEREAS, on September 30, 2009, in Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 85123005,
the Los Angeles Superior Court  ("Conservat ion Court")  entered an Order Appoint ing
Conservator and Restraining Order ("Conservat ion Order") ,  which appointed the
Insurance commissioner as conservator of  Golden state.

3.  WHEREAS, The UCLA Library ("UCLA Library")  is one of the leading academic l ibrar ies
and has an enormous research col lect ion of  works in var ious media that are avai lable
for access and use.

4. WHEREAS, The UCLA Library has acquired, cataloged, indexed, curated and preserved
its '  col lect ions for educat ional  and research purposes for present and future
generat ions.

5.  WHEREAS, The Golden State Mutual  L i fe  Insurance Company ( 'GSM") ,  founded in
1925 is  the largest  Afr ican Amer ican-owned insurance company in  the western Uni ted
States,  was founded by Wi l l iam Nickerson,  Jr . ,  Norman Ol iver  Houston and George
Al len Beavers,  Jr .  The GSM col lect ion of  business records,  repor ts ,  audio tapes,  board

GSM Archival Agreement



meeting minutes, images, promotional  mater ial ,  advert is ing and ephemera ref lect  the
cr i t ical  histor ical  s igni f icance of the company including the fact  that pr ior to and
throughout the 1920s most of the 16,000 blacks l iving in Los Angeles were unabfe to
obtain insurance of any kind. The GSM records and mater ial  ref lect  and create an
important historical record of African American l i fe in Los Angeles and in America from
as ear ly as 1866 through the present (2010).  The GSM records possess histor ical ty and
cultural ly s igni f icant informat ion, archival  mater ial ,  photographs, records and other
mater ial  of  histor ical  and cul tural  her i tage related to the estabt ishment and
management of  the largest Afr ican American owned insurance company in Cal i fornia
and one of the most diverse in the United States.

WHEREAS, The UCLA Library and GSM share a mutual  interest in preserving and
providing the broadest possible access to and use of the archival  mater ials for the
benef i t  of  present and future generat ions and' that th is col laborat ion wi l l  contr ibute to
both part ies '  mutual ly benef ic ial  knowledge and furtherance and ful f i l lment of  their
respective missions.

Accordingly, the Part ies to this Agreement, desire to enter into an exclusive agreement
whereby GSM, upon cour t  approval ,  wi l l  g i f t  and t ransfer  ownership to  the UCLA
Library of col lect ions and material for the UCLA Library to steward and preserve
col lect ions and to make the col lect ions and mater ia l  as broadly  avai lab le as possib le.

Terms

1. Donation of ltems As ls, Where ls

Upon Court approval of this Agreement, GSM shall transfer all i ts right, t i t le and
interest to those items l isted on the Deed Attached as Exhibit "A" on an AS lS and
WHERE lS basis to the UCLA Library.

2. Cooperation in Seeking Grant Money to Archive and Digit ize the Collection

The Part ies agree to col laborate to explore opportuni t ies for grant funding to digi t ize
and descr ibe the col lect ions to enhance access and discovery of  the records, which
in this Agreement wi l l  be referred to as the GSM Archival  Col lect ion. Nothing in this
provis ion shal l  p lace a duty or burden upon GSM to fund this ef fort ,  or to fund the
grant effort.

6 .

7.

GSM Archival Agreement



3. Express condition precedent of Court approval

This Agreement wil l  be effective only upon the express approval of the Conservation
Court .  GSM wi l l  f i le a mot ion seeking such approval .  In the event that the Court
does not approve this Agreement,  then this Agreement wi l l  be of  no force and effect .

Governing Law:
This Agreement shal l  be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of
the State of  Cal i fornia.

Use of Names
The Part ies agree that THE REGENTS are granted a non-exclusive, worldwide, royal ty
free l icense to use the name "GSM" to ident i fy the col lect ion of  Mater ials in
catalogues, UCLA and Universi ty of  Cal i fornia websi tes,  exhibi t ions and promotional
mater ia ls .
Disclaimer of Warranty and Limitation of Remedy

GSM DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL WARRANTIES AND REPRESENTATIONS NOT EXPRESSLY
SET FORTH IN THIS AGREEMENT INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, THE WARRANTIES
OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR PURPOSE OF ANY ASSETS TRANSFERRED BY
THIS AGREEMENT THIS AGREEMENTSHALL BE TREATED AS A DONATION OF MATERIALS
AND NO CONSEQUENTIAL,  SPECIAL,  OR OTHER DAMAGES OF ANY KIND OR NATURE IN
EXCESS OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS MAY BE CLAIMED AGAINST GSM.

Date of Transfer
The parties anticipate that UCLA Library wil l  retrieve the records set forth on Exhibit
"  A" a\  i ts own expense immediately upon the expirat ion of  seventy days of  the date
of the order of  the Conservat ion Court  which approves this Agreement.

UCLA Library's Use of the Archives

The UCLA Library agrees to undertake to make the GSM Archival  Col lect ion avai lable
to researchers and to the broader community,  preserving and providing the
broadest possible access to and use of the archival  mater iats for the benef i t  of
present and future generat ions. UCLA Library wi l l ,  whi le retaining ownership of  the
records so transferred, cooperate with community groups to ensure that the legacy
of Golden State Mutual  Li fe Insurance Company is preserved.

Confidentia I ity of I nformation

The parties have worked to select records for transfer with a goal of avoiding the
transfer of  conf ident ial  or pr iv i leged pol icyholder informat ion. In the event that a
record among those l isted in Exhibi l "A" inadvertent ly contains such records, then

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9 .
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UCLA Library wil l  treat this information as strictly confidential and redact such
mater ial  f rom any research or publ ic access to the records. The term "conf ident ial  or
pr iv i leged pol icyholder informat ion" as used in this Agreement means the fol lowing
informat ion:

a.  any indiv idual ly ident i f iable informat ion gathered in connect ion with an
insurance transact ion from which judgments can be made about an
individuaf 's character, habits, avocations, f inances, general reputation, credit,
heal th,  or any other personal character ist ics.

b .  an ind iv idua l 's  name and address and "medica l  record in format ion"  ;  o r
c.  any indiv idual fy ident i f iable informat ion that both:

(1) Relates to a claim for insurance benef i ts or a c iv i l  or  cr iminal  proceeding
invo lv ing an ind iv idua l .

(2) ls colf ected in connection with or in reasonable anticipation of a claim for
insurance benef i ts or c iv i l  or  cr iminal  proceeding involving an indiv idual .

10. Choice of  Law and Jur isdict ion

This Closing Agreement shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of
the State of California, without giving effect to the principles of conflicts of law. Except
as set forth in the Assumption Agreements, the Parties hereby consent to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Conservation Court to resolve any and all disputes as among the
Parties which arise out of, or relate directly or indirectly,to this Agreement or the
transactions contemplated hereby. In the event the Conservation Court is not available,
the Parties hereby consent to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Superior Court
to resolve any and all disputes as among them which arise out of, or relate directly or
indirectlY, to thisAgreement or the transactions contemplated hereby.. The Parties intend
to grant the broadest possible exclusive jurisdiction to the Conservation Court.

11. Entire Agreement and Capacity:

This Agreement contains the ent i re understanding of the part ies related to the subject
matter herein,  and i t  cannot be changed or terminated oral ly.  The Conservator is a
Party to this Agreement only in his representative capacity as Conservator, and not
indiv idual ly,  and the Part ies hereto agree and acknowledge that the Conservator and
any Special  Deputy Insurance Commissioner execut ing this Agreement shal l  not have
any personal l iabi l i ty for any matters or obl igat ions hereunder,  and further that the
Cal i fornia Insurance Commissioner and the State of  Cal i fornia are not part ies to this
Agreement and shal l  have no l iabi l i ty wi th respect thereto.  There are no benef ic iares of

GSM Archival Agreement



th is Agreement other than the part ies to this Agreement.

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN HIS STATUTORY CAPACITY AS
CONSERVATOR OF GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, AND NOT
IN DIVIDUALLY

By:

Title: S-[re

For The Regents of the University of California:

,r, nAan €56-
Gary E. Strong u

Title:
University Librarian

GSM Archival Agreement
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EXHIBIT 4 



                Our Mission  
On behalf of the Insurance Commissioner, the
CLO acts to rehabilitate and/or liquidate, under
Court supervision, troubled insurance
enterprises. The CLO operates as a fiduciary
for the benefit of claimants, handling the property
of the failed enterprises in a prudent, cost-
effective, fair, timely, and expeditious manner.    
_______________________________________________                                                                                                                                   ___________________________________________ 
                                                              
                                                                               
 

CONSERVATION & 
LIQUIDATION OFFICE 

  

        
  P.O. Box 26894  
  San Francisco, California 
  94126-0894  
  Tel: 415.676.5000  
  Fax: 415.676.5002  
  www.caclo.org 

 
To: Persons Interested in Purchasing the Art Collection and/or Historical Materials of 

Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
 
From:  Conservator for Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
 
Date:  June 25, 2010 
 
Founded in 1925, Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company (“GSM”) made history as the 
first African American owned insurance company to be established west of the Mississippi.  As 
the company grew and developed over the years, GSM increased in prominence, becoming a 
central figure in the development of African American businesses in America.   
 
Over the years GSM amassed a significant collection of art by prominent African and African 
American artists, and has maintained a large amount of historical materials.  GSM’s art 
collection and historical materials include two removable murals on canvas, approximately 120 
paintings, sculptures, photographs and mixed-media pieces, and numerous documents, 
photographs and recordings relating to GSM, its history and founders.  An inventory of the art 
collection with photographs can be viewed at www.caclo.org/GoldenStateMutual/ArtCollection. 
 
On September 30, 2009, the Los Angeles Superior Court ordered and appointed the Insurance 
Commissioner of the State of California to serve as Conservator (“Conservator”) of GSM.  The 
Order Appointing Conservator authorizes the Conservator to sell GSM’s property at its 
reasonable market value.  Accordingly, the Conservator has prepared a Request for Proposals 
("RFP") for the purpose of soliciting proposals from collectors, museums, historians, 
preservationists, educational institutions, researchers and the public for the purchase, in whole or 
in part, of GSM’s art collection and historical materials.   
 
As indicated in the RFP, all proposals for the purchase of GSM’s art and/or historical 
materials, in whole or in individual items, must be in writing, comply with the instructions 
and requirements set forth in the RFP including payment of 25% of the proposed purchase 
price, and be received by GSM by 4:00 p.m., PDT, Thursday, July 30, 2010, at the 
following location: 
 

Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
Attention: Scott Pearce, Chief Estate Trust Officer 
1999 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018-3514 
Facsimile: (323) 732-2139 

 
No oral, telephonic or non-written proposals or modifications of proposals will be considered.  
Proposals that do not comply with the instructions set forth herein or are received after the 
submission deadline may be rejected within the Conservator’s sole discretion.   



Interested parties may view GSM's artworks and historical materials at GSM's main office
in Los Angeles prior to submission of a proposal. A maximum of two (2) hours will be
allotted per bidder. Requests for an appointment must be addressed to:

t

Joshua Solomon
Consultant
Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conseruation
1999 West Adams Boulevard
Los Angeleso California 90018-3514
Tel: (323) 419-3630.
Fax: (323) 732-2139

The Conservator anticipates recommending selected bidders by August 31 , 2010; although, the
Conservator reserves the right to extend this date in his sole discretion.

It is the intent of the Conservator to sell GSM's art collection and historical materials after the
designation of selected bidders. As such, upon selection of winning bidders, except for items
having a market value of $20,000 or more as set forth in Section H of the RFP, the selected
bidder will have 14 days to complete the purchase including full payment of the purchase price.
For purchases requiring the approval of the Los Angeles Superior Court as set forth in Section H
of the RFP, the selected winning bidder will have 14 days after the Court's approval, of the
purchase to complete the purchase including full payment of the purchase price.

Please note the Conservator is under no affirmative obligation to sell GSM's art or historical
materials or any part thereof, and ffi&y, in his sole discretion, reject any or all bids received, in
whole or in part; continue or discontinue this Request For Proposals without liability to any
bidder or potential bidder; request clarification, additional information artdlor new bids from
some or all bidders; make counter offers to some or all bids; accept bids based upon factors other
than the highest price; select one or more bids subject to further negotiations and/or approval of
the Los Angeles Superior Court; and/or take any other action that the Conservator deems
appropriate.

I encourage you to contact Joshua Solomon at the number and address above to schedule an in-
person viewing of GSM's art collection and historical materials or with any questions you may
have, and to view the art collection at wwrv.caclo.org/GoldenSta3lMulu-aVAtCollection.

I appreciate your interest.

Very truly yours,

[,wu! f tu$rrt
David E. Wilson
Chief Executive Officer and Special Deputy Insurance Commissioner
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Date:  June 25, 2010 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

BY THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
IN HIS STATUTORY CAPACITY AS CONSERVATOR OF  

GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY IN CONSERVATION 
 

FOR THE SALE OF THE ART AND HISTORICAL MATERIALS  
OF 

GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY IN CONSERVATION 
 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
JULY 30, 2010, AT 4:00 P.M. PST 

 
Notice is hereby given that proposals must be received by Golden State Mutual Life Insurance 
Company in Conservation (“GSM”) at the address stated below by 4:00 p.m., PST, Thursday, July 
30, 2010, for the purchase of GSM’s art and historical materials, in whole or in individual items, in 
accordance with the requirements set forth herein and/or as determined by the Insurance 
Commissioner of the State of California in his statutory capacity as Conservator (“Conservator”) of 
GSM in his sole discretion or the Los Angeles Superior Court overseeing GSM’s conservation.  
Please carefully read and follow the instructions set forth herein.  Proposals must comply with the 
instructions set forth herein, be submitted with the payment required, and be received at: 
 

Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
Attention: Scott Pearce, Chief Estate Trust Officer 

1999 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018-3514 

Facsimile: (323) 732-2139 
 
NO ORAL, TELEPHONIC OR NON-WRITTEN PROPOSALS OR MODIFICATIONS OF 
PROPOSALS WILL BE CONSIDERED.  PROPOSALS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE 
INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH HEREIN OR ARE RECEIVED AFTER THE SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE MAY BE REJECTED WITHIN THE CONSERVATOR’S SOLE DISCRETION.   
  
THE CONSERVATOR IS UNDER NO AFFIRMATIVE OBLIGATION TO SELL GSM’S ART 
OR HISTORICAL MATERIALS OR ANY PART THEREOF, AND MAY, IN HIS SOLE 
DISCRETION, REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS RECEIVED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART; 
CONTINUE OR DISCONTINUE THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS WITHOUT LIABILITY 
TO ANY BIDDER OR POTENTIAL BIDDER; REQUEST CLARIFICATION, ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION AND/OR NEW BIDS FROM SOME OR ALL BIDDERS; MAKE COUNTER 
OFFERS TO SOME OR ALL BIDS; ACCEPT BIDS BASED UPON FACTORS OTHER THAN 
THE HIGHEST PRICE; SELECT ONE OR MORE BIDS SUBJECT TO FURTHER 
NEGOTIATIONS AND/OR APPROVAL OF THE LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT; 
AND/OR TAKE ANY OTHER ACTION THAT THE CONSERVATOR DEEMS APPROPRIATE.  
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
On September 30, 2009, the Los Angeles Superior Court ordered and appointed the Insurance 
Commissioner of the State of California to serve as Conservator (“Conservator”) of Golden State 
Mutual Life Insurance Company (“GSM”).  The Order Appointing Conservator authorizes the 
Conservator to sell GSM’s property at its reasonable market value.   A copy of the Order Appointing 
Conservator can be reviewed at the Insurance Commissioner’s Conservation & Liquidation Office=s 
website at www.caclo.org by clicking on the “Insolvent Insurers” tab, then choosing “Golden State 
Mutual Life Insurance Company.” 
 
GSM’s property includes a collection of art and historical materials.  An inventory of the art 
collection with photographs can be reviewed at www.caclo.org/GoldenStateMutual/ArtCollection. 
 
By this Request For Proposals (“RFP”), the Conservator seeks proposals for the purchase, in whole 
or in part, of GSM’s art collection and historical materials.   
 
 
II.  BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ART COLLECTION AND HISTORICAL 

MATERIALS OFFERED FOR SALE 
 
GSM’s art collection and historical materials include two removable murals on canvas, 
approximately 120 paintings, sculptures, photographs and mixed-media pieces, and numerous 
documents, photographs and recordings relating to GSM, its history and founders, the GSM 
Building and its construction, the insurance industry and items of historical interest.   
 

A. Historical Removable Murals - Oil On Canvas 
 

1. Charles Alston, “The Negro in California History: Exploration and 
Colonization”, oil on canvas, 1949. 

2. Hale Woodruff, “The Negro in California History: Settlement and 
Development”, oil on canvas, 1949. 

 
Commissioned by GSM for its new home office on West Adams Boulevard in 1947 and unveiled in 
1949, the murals were painted in New York by artists Charles Alston and Hale Woodruff.  The 
murals depict the contributions of African Americans to California’s history.  The first mural depicts 
the years 1527 to 1850, and the second depicts the years 1850 to 1949.   
 
Each mural is oil on canvas, measures approximately 16 feet, 5 inches by 9 feet, 3 inches, and is 
removable.  The murals are currently located in GSM’s offices on West Adams Boulevard in Los 
Angeles.  Removal and transportation of the murals, and all costs and expenses associated therewith, 
are the sole responsibility of the purchaser. 
 
Photographs of the murals can be viewed at www.caclo.org/GoldenStateMutual/ArtCollection. 
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Available for purchase with the murals are the following related items: 
 

1. A film of Charles Alston and Hale Woodruff traveling through California, 
researching their subject matter in 1947 (film condition unknown); 

2. Photographs of the murals and the artists; and 
3. GSM internal publications containing articles and depictions of the artists, their 

research efforts and the murals. 
 

B. Art Collection 
 
GSM’s art collection includes approximately 120 paintings, sculptures, photographs and mixed-
media works by African and African American artists.  The collection was principally assembled by 
visionary Los Angeles artist William Pajaud over the course of his 30-year tenure at GSM from 
1957 through 1987, and includes works by John Riddle, Elizabeth Catlett, Richard Wyatt, Richmond 
Barthe, James Van der Zee, Mr. Pajaud and others.   
 
An inventory with photographs of the art collection can be viewed at 
www.caclo.org/GoldenStateMutual/ArtCollection. 
 
  C.  Historical Materials 
 
GSM=s historical materials consists of a vast and varied collection of documents, photographs and 
recordings relating to the company, its founders, officers and employees, the Building and its 
construction, the insurance industry, and much more.  The following is a partial list and description 
of the materials:   
 

1. The personal collected papers of GSM founder William Nickerson, Jr. 
spanning the years 1921 through 1939, including his rail ticket to California 
from Texas along with the letter from Southern Pacific Railroad regarding 
Mr. Nickerson=s traveling party. 

 
2. Collections of the original, typewritten speeches given at various historic 

events by GSM’s founders, with handwritten corrections and notations. 
 

3. Extensive collections of newspaper clippings, magazine articles and other 
outside publications about GSM, its art collection and its founders. 

 
4. Internal publications including GSM’s produced monthly “magazines” with 

news about the company and its people for a substantial portion of its 85 
years.  It is unknown at this time whether this collection is complete.  
Numerous issues of the “Messenger” and the “Golden Pen” are available. 

 
5. 16mm and 8mm movies of the construction of the Building, various company 

events and the aforementioned research trip by the muralists.   
 

6. Audio recordings on magnetic tape and phonograph records.  Includes 
GSM’s founders’ addresses to the employees and agents, interviews, radio 
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programs and radio advertisements.  
 

7. Audio recording of a speech by Robert F. Kennedy on July 26, 1962, before 
the National Insurance Association at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles as 
well as photographs of the event. 

 
8. Thousands of photographs, slides and negatives dating to GSM=s earliest 

days, and featuring the founders, agents, employees of the company, the 
Building from its construction and throughout its history as well as the many 
famous and influential people who passed through GSM=s doors over the 
years including Dr. Martin Luther King, Reverend Jesse Jackson, Joe Louis, 
Lena Horne, Bill Cosby and many others. 

 
9. Advertising materials spanning GSM’s 85-year history, including company 

flyers, copies of print ads and a large collection of original clipart and 
photographs relating to same. 

 
10. A copy of an unpublished manuscript on the history of GSM. 

 
11. A number of books ranging from mid-19th century to early/mid-20th century. 

 
12. GSM promotional materials including pens, coffee cups, neckties, pins, 

medals and other items. 
 

13. Blueprints relating to the Building and GSM=s district offices. 
 

14. The commemorative trowel used to set the cornerstone of the building in 
approximately 1948. 

 
  
III.  INFORMATION FOR BIDDERS 
 
 A.  Request for Proposal Deadline 
 
All proposals for the purchase of GSM’s art and/or historical materials, in whole or in individual 
items, must be in writing, comply with the instructions and requirements set forth herein including 
payment of 25% of the proposed purchase price for each item, and be received by GSM by 4:00 
p.m., PST, Thursday, July 30, 2010, at the following location: 
 

Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
Attention: Scott Pearce, Chief Estate Trust Officer 

1999 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018-3514 

Facsimile: (323) 732-2139 
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 B.  Selection Consideration 
 
All proposals submitted in the required format will be given consideration by the Conservator who, 
in his sole discretion, will decide whether to accept or reject any particular proposal.  Factors that 
may be considered by the Conservator in selecting a proposal include, without limitation, the 
following, presented in no particular order of significance: 
 

$ Financial aspects of the proposal, including purchase price and terms of payment; 
$ Size, financial strength and professional reputation of bidder; 
$ Amount of the Collection bidder is willing to purchase; and  
$ Intended use and disposition of the items purchased. 

 
 C.  Location For Delivery Of Purchased Items 
 
All purchased items are to be picked up from GSM’s main office located at 1999 West Adams 
Boulevard in Los Angeles, California no later than 7 days after completion of the purchase.   
 
 D.  Viewings By Appointment Only 
 
Interested parties may view GSM=s artworks and historical materials at GSM’s main office in 
Los Angeles prior to submission of a proposal/bid.  A maximum of two (2) hours will be allotted 
per bidder.  Requests for an appointment must be addressed to: 
 
Joshua Solomon 
Consultant 
Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation 
1999 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018-3514 
Tel: (323) 419-3630  
Fax:  (323) 732-2139 
 
Viewings will be scheduled on a first request, first served basis.  There is no guarantee of a 
viewing.  To the extent there is not sufficient time to reasonably schedule all requested viewings 
before the July 30, 2010 submission deadline, the Conservator reserves the right in his sole 
discretion to reject viewing requests and/or continue the RFP submission deadline.   
 

E.  Discussion With Bidders And Prospective Bidders And Revisions To Proposals 
 
In the Conservator’s sole discretion, discussions may be conducted with bidders and/or prospective 
bidders for the purpose of clarification of, and/or providing information concerning, the RFP 
process, proposals, revisions to proposals, the removable murals, GSM’s art collection, GSM’s 
historical materials, and other items related to this RFP and/or offered for purchase.   
 
 F.  Selection of Winning Bidder 
 
It is the intent of the Conservator to sell GSM’s art collection and historical materials after the 
designation of selected bidders.  The Conservator anticipates recommending selected bidders for 
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GSM’s art collection and historical materials by August 31, 2010; however, the Conservator 
reserves the right to extend this date or modify this process in his sole discretion.   
 
 G.  Completion of Purchase 
 
Upon selection of a winning bidder, except for items having a market value of $20,000 or more as 
set forth in Section H immediately below, the bidder will have 14 days to complete the purchase 
including full payment of the purchase price.  For purchases requiring the approval of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court as set forth in Section H immediately below, the selected winning bidder 
will have 14 days after the Court’s approval of the purchase to complete the purchase including full 
payment of the purchase price.  In the event the Los Angeles Superior Court does not approve the 
purchase, the purchase will be null, void and of no further effect. 
 

H.   Acknowledgement of Necessity of Conservation Court Approval For Certain 
Purchases.   

The Conservator hereby advises, and by submitting a proposal the bidder hereby acknowledges 
and agrees, that to the extent any of GSM’s art or historical materials have a market value of 
$20,000 or more, regardless of the amount offered in the proposal, (a) the sale of any such 
property requires the approval by the Los Angeles Superior Court overseeing GSM’s 
conservation, (b) the proposal for the purchase of such property is contingent on the approval by 
the Los Angeles Superior Court, and (c) any proposal and/or sale of such property is null, void 
and of no further effect without the approval of the Los Angeles Superior Court.  The 
Conservator anticipates that after the selection of a winning bidder it will take approximately 60 
days to apply for and receive the approval of the Los Angeles Superior Court for the sale of 
property.   

 
IV.  INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING PROPOSALS AND PROPOSAL CONTENT 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
Each proposal/bid must be submitted on the form provided.  Additional pages may be attached if 
necessary.  Proposals must be complete in all aspects.  A proposal may be rejected if it is conditional 
or incomplete in any respect.  The following must be submitted with your proposal: 
 

1. Name, address and telephone number of bidder or bidders.  For business entities, the 
following must be provided:   

a. Official registered name (Corporate, D.B.A., Partnership, etc.), address, main 
telephone number, facsimile numbers and e-mail address. 

b. Contact person, title, address (if different from above address) and direct 
telephone number and e-mail address.  

c. Person authorized to contractually bind the bidding organization for any 
proposal submitted pursuant to the RFP. 

2. Identification of each item to be purchased by use of the attached inventory.   
3. Purchase offer amount for each item to be purchased. 
4. Any additional terms or conditions requested by the bidder. 
5. Payment of 25% of the proposed purchase price for each item, payable to 
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“Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation.”  This payment 
will be (i) returned to unsuccessful bidders after the selection of a winning bidder, or 
(ii) retained by GSM if the bidder is selected as the winning bidder and the 
transaction is not consummated within the time required due to an act or omission 
within the control of the bidder, or (iii) returned to the selected bidder if the 
transaction is not consummated due to an act or omission within the control of GSM 
or the Conservator, or (iv) applied to the purchase price.  All interest earned on the 
payment will be retained by the Conservator to partially cover the expenses of the 
RFP process. 

6. Disclosure of any relationships, current or past, with GSM or the Conservator or 
their staff or representatives.  The Conservator considers it to be a potential conflict 
of interest if a bidder or any of its personnel have current and/or prior business 
transactions or relationships with GSM, the Conservator or their staff or 
representatives, and therefore requires disclosure of any such transactions or 
relationships.  In addition, the Conservator considers it a potential conflict of interest 
for a bidder to use any of the persons or firms, or any of the persons working for the 
persons or firms, listed below, regardless of the location of their offices, in 
connection with any aspect of this RFP, which are currently advising the Conservator 
on the RFP or other matters affecting GSM.  Potential bidders are required to obtain 
a written waiver or consent from the Conservator with respect to any conflicts that 
exist or arise in connection with the RFP process prior to submission of a proposal.  
The Conservator is being advised by the following persons and firms concerning 
GSM: 

 
Joe Holloway   Private Consultant  On-site Manager 
Joshua Solomon Private Consultant  Consultant 
Michael R. Weiss  Epstein, Turner & Song Legal Counsel 
Erik Hanks  M. Hanks Gallery  Fine Art Appraiser 
William Pajaud Formerly of GSM  Artist/Art Collector 

 
NO ORAL, TELEPHONIC OR OTHER NON-WRITTEN PROPOSALS OR MODIFICATIONS 
OF PROPOSALS WILL BE CONSIDERED.  PROPOSALS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH 
THE INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH HEREIN OR ARE RECEIVED AFTER THE ABOVE 
STATED DEADLINE MAY BE MAY BE REJECTED WITHIN THE SOLE DISCRETION OF 
THE CONSERVATOR.   
 
ALL PROPOSALS SUBMITTED WILL BE REVIEWED BY THE CONSERVATOR WHO, IN 
HIS SOLE DISCRETION, WILL DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY 
PROPOSAL.   
 
 
V.  DISCLAIMERS, DISCLOSURES AND GENERAL TERMS 
 
1.  You are hereby advised that this RFP contains only general information concerning GSM’s 
art collection and historical materials, and does not provide or purport to provide any specific 
information concerning GSM’s art collection and historical materials.   GSM, the Conservator and/or 
his staff and representatives are not liable for any errors or omissions in the descriptions of the art, 
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historical materials and other property for sale pursuant to this RFP, and make no guarantees, 
representations or warranties of any kind with respect to the art, historical materials and other 
property for sale pursuant to this RFP, their authenticity, condition, value or otherwise.   
 
2.   Nothing in this RFP or in information provided by the Conservator and/or his staff may be 
relied upon as a promise or representation of authenticity, condition, value, historical significance or 
otherwise.   All bidders and potential bidders are required to rely upon their own evaluation, research 
and expertise, and not that of the Conservator or his representatives or staff, in determining bid 
amounts, quality and genuineness for any and all of GSM’s art and historical materials, individually 
and/or or collectively, offered for purchase in accordance with this RFP.  By participating in this 
RFP process, you and all other potential and actual bidders acknowledge and confirm that the you 
have not relied upon any information or representations by GSM, the Conservator or their 
representatives or staff, and that neither GSM, the Conservator nor any of their respective 
representatives, staff and/or professional advisors have any liability whatsoever including without 
limitation costs, commissions, fees or expenses incurred by any actual or potential bidder, or any 
broker, agent, consultant, employee or representative of any actual or potential bidder in connection 
with this RFP and/or the purchase of GSM’s art or historical materials.  All potential bidders are 
responsible for all of their own such costs and expenses of any kind. 
 
3.   By submitting a bid and/or participating in this RFP process, each bidder hereby releases 
GSM, the Conservator, and their representatives, staff, employees and agents from any and all 
claims for damages or otherwise that the bidder or participant may have by virtue of the RFP 
process and/or the selection of any winning bidder or no selection of a winning bidder.  The 
bidder, by submitting a proposal, agrees that the prevailing party in any legal proceeding arising 
out of this RFP process shall be entitled to recover from the other party attorneys= fees and 
expenses including without limitation expert and/or professional fees and expenses, as well as 
court costs and expenses.   
 
4.  By submitting a proposal for the purchase of GSM’s art or historical materials, each bidder 
acknowledges and agrees that the Conservator is under no affirmative obligation to sell, transfer or 
otherwise dispose of GSM’s art or historical materials or any part thereof, and may, at his sole 
discretion:  
 

$ Reject any or all bids received, in whole or in part, and/or continue or discontinue 
this RFP process without liability to any bidder or potential bidder; 

$ Request clarification, additional information and/or new bids and/or proposals from 
some or all bidders;  

$ Make counter offers to some or all bids; 
$ Accept bids based upon factors other than the highest price; 
$ Select one or more bids subject to further negotiations and/or approval of the Los 

Angeles Superior Court;  
$ Respond to bids with additional conditions and requirements, even if such have not 

been stated herein;  
$ Accept more than one bid in order to place the entire collection; 
$ Seek any requisite court approval(s); and/or 
$ Take any other action that the Conservator deems appropriate.  
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5.  The Conservator hereby disclaims having any obligations to bidders or others with respect to 
the manner or process through which this RFP is conducted, and each bidder, by its submission of a 
proposal, hereby acknowledges and agrees that it shall have no rights, claims or other actions against 
the Conservator, GSM, or any of their respective consultants, representatives, staff or professional 
advisors, based on the manner or process through which this RFP is conducted or the results thereof. 
 
6.  This RFP shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
California, without giving effect to the principles of conflicts of law. 
 
7.   By participating in this RFP process, you and all other potential and actual bidders 
acknowledge, agree and hereby consent to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Superior 
Court overseeing GSM’s conservation to resolve any and all disputes which arise out of, or relate 
directly or indirectly, to this RFP or the transactions contemplated hereby.  In the event the Los 
Angeles Superior Court overseeing GSM’s conservation is not available, you consent to the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Superior Court to resolve any and all disputes which 
arise out of, or relate directly or indirectly, to this RFP or the transactions contemplated hereby.  
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PROPOSAL FORM 
 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE ART AND HISTORICAL MATERIALS  
OF 

GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY IN CONSERVATION 
 
Use this form and the attached inventory to submit your proposal for the purchase of GSM’s art 
and/or historical material.  Proposals must comply with the instructions set forth in the Request for 
Proposals, be submitted with the payment required, and be received at: Golden State Mutual Life 
Insurance Company in Conservation, Attention: Scott Pearce, Chief Estate Trust Officer, 1999 West 
Adams Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90018-3514, Facsimile: (323) 732-2139. Attach 
additional forms or pages as necessary. 
 
1. Your name, address, telephone number and e-mail.  If business entity, also provide contact 
person and person authorized to contractually bind business with title, address, telephone 
number, e-mail: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Identify each item to be purchased by use of the attached inventory and write your proposed 
purchase price for each item next to the item in the column provided. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Additional terms or conditions requested by you, if any: ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. State the proposal amount and amount enclosed with your proposal.  Please note that payment 
of 25% of the proposed purchase price is required for each item, payable to “Golden State 
Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation.”  

Purchase proposal amount:  ______________________________ 
Amount enclosed:   ______________________________ 

 
5. Disclosure of any relationships, current or past, with GSM or the Conservator or their staff or 
representatives.  State the name of the person, address, telephone number, relationship, current or 
past, and any other information you feel is appropriate. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company
Art Collection 

Prepared: 6/25/2010

No. Artist Title/Description Medium Bid Price
1 Ablade Dancing Women Oil on canvas
2 Bakari Santos Baiana Bronze/Enamel Plaque
3 Bakari Santos Baiana II Bronze/Enamel Plaque
4 Bakari Santos Oxala Bronze/Enamel Plaque
5 Richmond Barthe William Nickerson, Jr. Bronze with marble base
6 Cleveland Belloughs Nimba With Crown Photo offset lithograph
7 Herbert Bennett Untitled (Beast and Women) Linocut
8 Herbert Bennett Untitled (Scales of Justice) Linocut
9 Herbert Bennett Untitled (Justice, Women and Beast) Linocut
10 Melonee Blocker Alpha and Omega Shield, aka Symbols, 1975 Oil on canvas
11 Bobo Tribe Polychromed Wood Mask Wood and pigment
12 E. Branch Human Bondage II Woodcut 1/10
13 Bruce Brice Mardi Gras Indians Tempera on paper
14 Bruce Brice Mardi Gras, Jazz, Rock and Roll, 1980 Photo offset lithograph
15 Edgar Brierre Road to the Sea (Winding Road) Oil on canvas
16 Nathan Bustion Antelope Mask, 1980 Intalgio 8/300
17 Elizabeth Catlett El Abrazo (Embrace) Wood Sculpture
18 Momodou Cessay Njabot (Family), 1986 Serigraph 29/450
19 Momodou Cessay Women Planting, 1977 Silkscreen
20 Carlos Cobbs Kwanzaa Guaride, 1979/1981 Photo offset Lithograph
21 Carlos Cobbs Kwanzaa Guaride, 1979/1981 Photo offset Lithograph
22 Robert Courts Moslem Musician Pastel on paper
23 Dale Davis Crucifixion Mixed media assemblage
24 Dale Davis Face Jewelry
25 Dale Davis Pyramid Jewelry
26 Dale Davis Red Sun Jewelry
27 Dale Davis Undulate Jewelry
28 Dale Davis Untitled Mexico Jewelry
29 Charles Dickson Story Pole Wood and mixed media
30 Charles Dickson Strange Fruit Wood with resin
31 Marion Epting Mood Landscape/Polynesia Oil/Collage on canvas
32 Claude Fiddler El Centro De Espanol, 1979-1981 Etching 3/79
33 Fills Fetish I, 1969 Pastel on velvet
34 Fills Fetish II Pastel on velvet
35 Alice Gafford Still Life with Blue Plates Oil on panel
36 Buraimoh Gbadamosi Shrine Figure Stone
37 Rose Green Braids Wood Sculpture
38 Mark Greenfield Trumpet in the Field Ink on paper
39 Camille Higgins Woman in Rollers, aka Woman's Head - Story 1 Conte crayon on paper

1



Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company
Art Collection 

Prepared: 6/25/2010

No. Artist Title/Description Medium Bid Price
40 Camille Higgins Generation, aka Woman's Head - Story 2, 1974 Conte Crayon on paper
41 Varnette Honeywood Sabbath, 1978 Photo offset lithograph 34/250
42 Ibo of Nigeria Two-Faced Headress Wood, pigment and feathers
43 Harvey Johnson Harvest Seed, 1972 Lithograph 5/6
44 Harvey Johnson Untitled (After John Biggers) Oil on board
45 Arnold Love For Bill & His Cosmos & Thing, 1967 Sepiatone 1/6
46 Arnold Love Two Piece Bone Form Resin over wire mesh
47 E. Marshall Tembo Silkscreen 7/22
48 Mende of Sierra Leone Mende Society Mask Wood
49 Willie Middlebrook Imani Black and white photograph
50 Willie Middlebrook My Father's Funeral Black and white photograph
51 Willie Middlebrook The Child Black and white photograph
52 Willie Middlebrook The Mother Black and white photograph
53 Willie Middlebrook Three Generations Black and white photograph
54 Willie Middlebrook Van Der Zee The Master Black and white photograph
55 Clifford Moore Kitchen Still Life Oil on canvas
56 Howard Morehead Massai Women Color photograph
57 Howard Morehead Rio Color photograph
58 John Offutt Impasse/Sunrise, 1984 Acrylic/Oil on board
59 Osiro Olatuude Untitled (Chief Oloruntobo), 1970 Watercolor/pen on paper
60 Charles Paige Funeral Painting (Cross) Watercolor on paper
61 Charles Paige Funeral Painting (Pall-bearers) Watercolor on paper
62 Charles Paige Girl in Chair Lithograph
63 Charles Paige Harriet Tubman Acrylic on Board
64 Charles Paige Home Series: Raggedy Ann Acrylic/Chalk on paper
65 Charles Paige Home Series: The Window Acrylic/Chalk on paper
66 Charles Paige Sleeping Acrylic on Board
67 William Pajaud Sun Flowers Oil on board
68 William Pajaud Wild Turkey Oil on board
69 Michael Perry Running, Standing, Walking Woman Aquatint etching
70 Ronnie Phillips All Dressed Up Color photograph
71 Ronnie Phillips Shoe Sole Sepia Photograph
72 Jerome Prettyman Old Folks aka Old Man Graphite on board
73 John T. Riddle Fifteen, 1979 Silkscreen print 14/34
74 Bobby Sengstacke Milk of Love Black and white photograph
75 Bobby Sengstacke Soul Eyes Black and white photograph
76 Jaschab Untitled Enamel on metal plate
77 Bassett Untitled Ceramic plate
78 Theodore Sims Young Man, 1972 Pencil on paper

2



Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company
Art Collection 

Prepared: 6/25/2010

No. Artist Title/Description Medium Bid Price
79 Alexander Boghassian Skunder African Images Casien on paper
80 Hughie Lee-Smith George A. Beavers Jr. Oil on canvas
81 Hughie Lee-Smith Norman O. Houston Oil on canvas
82 Chuck Stewart Billie Holiday, 1955 Black and white photograph
83 Curtis Tann African Mask Batik
84 Harvey Johnson Untitled (Figure) Graphite on paper
85 Tyrone Whitmore Untitled (Girl: Blue Background) Painting
86 Unknown Untitled (Green Abstract Metal Statue) Metal
87 Edward Pryce Untitled (Abstract) Painting
88 Unknown Untitled (Black Form Against White Sky with Orange Sun) Painting
89 Unknown Untitled (Abstract) Painting
90 Unknown Untitled Glazed Wooden Sculpture
91 Unknown Untitled Wall Hanging Woven wool
92 Unknown (African) African Market Women Oil on canvas
93 Unknown (African) Cross River Stone Engraved Stone
94 Unknown (African) Female Nigerian Plaque Print Etched on wood
95 Unknown Male Bedpost 1 of 2 Wood Sculpture
96 Unknown Untitled (Man with bird) Wood Sculpture
97 Unknown (African) Male Nigerian Plaque Print Etched on wood
98 James Van der Zee Black Jews of Harlem Sepia Photograph
99 Ian White Untitled Ceramic Sculpture
100 John Whitmore Not My Son Charcoal on paper
101 Paul R. Williams (Office of) Golden State Mutual Life Building Lithograph
102 Kathleen Wilson Musicians, 1984 Photo offset lithograph 30/950
103 Kathleen Wilson Native Women, 1984 Photo offset lithograph 55/950
104 Stanley C. Wilson Ancestral Fragments, 1980 Ceramic and String
105 Beulah Woodard Cowrie Shell Mask Wood, hair and cowrie shells
106 Beulah Woodard Dogon Mask Wood and copper
107 Richard Wyatt E.J. Johnson Oil on canvas
108 Richard Wyatt Woman with Roses, 1984 Oil on canvas
109 Richard Wyatt The Insurance Man [Study for mural by same name] Pencil on paper
110 Al Porter Desert Mountains Watercolor on paper
111 Al Porter Desert Night Watercolor on paper
112 Al Porter Flowers Watercolor on paper
113 Al Porter Ships Watercolor on paper
114 Joe Sims #7 Oil on canvas
115 Joe Sims Portrait Series Oil on canvas
116 John Biggers The Family 1 Photo offset lithograph
117 John Biggers The Family 2 Photo offset lithograph
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Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company
Art Collection 

Prepared: 6/25/2010

No. Artist Title/Description Medium Bid Price
118 John Biggers The Family 3 Photo offset lithograph
119 H. Kofi Shabaz Queen Lady Day Lithograph
120 Cedric Adams Untitled July 1974 (Hand Signed) Photo offset lithograph
121 Cedric Adams Untitled January 1974 (Hand Signed) Photo offset lithograph
122 Charles White Untitled 1960 Photo offset lithograph
123 William Pajaud Martin Luther King, Jr. Ink on paper napkin
124 Melonee Blocker Ensenada August Mixed media on board
125 Charles Alston The Negro in California History: Exploration and Colonization Oil on canvas
126 Hale Woodruff The Negro in California History: Settlement & Development Oil on canvas

TOTAL AMOUNT:

4
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Our Mission
On behalf of the lnsurance Commissioner, the
CLO acts to rehabilitate and/or liquidate, under
Cour t  superv is ion ,  t roub led  insurance
enterprises. The CLO operates as a fiduciary
forthe benefit of claimants, handling the poperty
of the failed enterprises in a prudent, cost-
effective, fair, timely, and expeditious manner.

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

P.O. Box 26894
San Francisco, California
94126-0894
Tel: 415.676.5000
Fax: 415.676.5002
www.caclo.org

GOTSERvATIoN &
LIQUIDATIoN OTTIGE

All Persons Interested in the Art Collection and/or Historical Materials of Golden
State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation

Conservator for Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation

August 9,2010

Extension of Deadline to Submit Proposals pursuant to the Conservator's Request
For Proposals for the Sale of Golden State's Art and Historical Materials

Due to continuing interest in the art collection and historical materials owned by Golden State
Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation ("GSM"), cuffently for sale pursuant to the
Request For Proposals ("RFP") dated June 25,2010, the Insurance Commissioner of the State of
California in his statutory capacity as Conservator of GSM ("Conservator") has extended the
deadline to submit proposals for the purchase of GSM's art collection and historical materials to
Tuesdav. August 31. 2010. bv 4:00 p.m., PDT.

Over the years GSM amassed a collection of art by prominent African and African American
artists, and accumulated a large amount of historical materials. GSM's art collection and
historical materials include two removable murals on canvas, approximately 120 paintings,
sculptures, photographs and mixed-media pieces, and numerous documents, photographs and
recordings relating to GSM, its history and founders. An inventory of the art collection with
photographs and the RFP can be viewed at www.caclo.org/GoldenStateMutual/ArtCollection.

On September 30,2009, the Los Angeles Superior Court ordered and appointed the Insurance
Commissioner to serve as Conservator of GSM. The Insurance Commissioner is an officer of
the State of California who, as Conservator, exercises the state's police power to carry forward
the public interest and to protect GSM's policyholders and creditors. In furtherance of this
public interest and the Conservator's continuing efforts to protect GSM's policyholders and
creditors, and in accordance with the Conseryator's statutory obligations and authorities under
Insurance Code $ 1010 et seq. and the Order Appointing Conservator, the Conservator is
required to marshal and, where appropiate, monetize GSM's assets, including GSM's art
collection and historical materials, to pay on apro ratabasis the claims of all of GSM's creditors
including without limitation policyholders, annuity contract holders, former and current
employees, certificate of contribution holders and owners of mutual life insurance policies.

As indicated in the RFP, all proposals regarding GSM's art and/or historical materials, in
whole or in individual items, must be in writing. No oral, telephonic or non-written
proposals or modifications of proposals will be accepted or considered. Alt written
proposals must be received by GSM by 4:00 p.h.: PDT, Tuesday, August 31, 2010, at the
following location:



Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation
Attention: Scott Pearce, Chief Estate Trust Officer
1999 West Adams Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90018-3514
Facsimile: (323) 732-2139

Proposals that do not comply with the instructions set forth in the RFP or are received after the
submission deadline may be rejected within the Conservator's sole discretion. Interested parties
may view GSM's artworks and historical materials at GSM's main office in Los Angeles prior to
submission of a proposal. A maximum of two (2) hours will be allotted per bidder. Requests for
an appointment must be addressed to:

Joshua Solomon
Consultant
Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company in Conservation
1999 West Adams Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90018 -3514
Tet: (323) 419-3630.
Fax: (323) 732-2139

Please note the Conservator is under no affirmative obligation to sell GSM's art or historical
materials or any part thereof, and ffi&y, in his sole discretion, reject any or all proposals received,
in whole or in part; continue or discontinue this RFP without liability to any bidder or potential
bidder; request clarification, additional information and/or new bids from some or all bidders;
make counter offers to some or all proposals; accept proposals based upon factors other than the
highest price; select one or more proposals subject to further negotiations and/or approval of the
Los Angeles Superior Court; and/or take any other action that the Conservator deems
appropriate.

Please also note the sale of GSM's art and historical materials requires the approval of the Los
Angeles Superior Court overseeing GSM's conservation; proposals for the purchase of GSM's
art and historical materials are contingent on the approval by the Los Angeles Superior Court,'
and any proposals and/or sale of GSM's art and historical materials are null, void and of no
effect without the approval of the Los Angeles Superior Court.

I appreciate your interest.

Very truly yours,

DrrJttddn
David E. Wilson
Chief Executive Officer and Special Deputy Insurance Commissioner
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The Conservator anticipates that after the recommendation of a selected bidder or
bidders, it will take approximately 60 days to apply for and receive the approval of the Los
Angeles Superior Court for the purchase of property. After the Court's approval, the approved
bidder or bidders will have 14 days to complete the purchase including full payment of the
purchase price. In the event the Los Angeles Superior Court does not approve the purchase, the
purchase will be null, void and of no further effect. In the event the approved bidder or bidders
do not complete the transaction within the time required or agreed to by the Conservator due to
an act or omission within the control of the approved bidder or bidders, then the 25Yo payment
will be retained by GSM and not refundable to the bidder.

Please note the Conservator ffioy, in his sole discretion, reject any or all proposals
received, in whole or in part; continue or discontinue this RFP without liability to any bidder or
potential bidder; make counter offers to some or all proposals; select one or more proposals
subject to further negotiations and/or approval of the Los Angeles Superior Court; andlor take
any other action that the Conservator deems appropnate.

Very truly yours,

N*ltil,tv,
David E. Wilson
Chief Executive Officer and
Special Deputy Insurance Commissioner
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LARATION OF GARY E. STRONGDEC  

 over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts and 

could and would 

LA university library, hereinafter “UCLA 

e and correct statement 

ement with Golden State 

pany, prior to its receivership.  I attach as Exhibit “B” and incorporate 

eement resulted in the 

y records at the UCLA 

I, Gary E. Strong, declare as follows: 

1. I am

circumstances set forth in this declaration, and if called upon to do so, I 

competently testify thereto.  

2. I am the university librarian at the UC

Library.”  Attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A” is a tru

of my qualifications to render the opinions set forth in this declaration. 

3. The UCLA Library has previously entered into an agre

Mutual Life Insurance Com

into this Declaration a true and correct copy of this Agreement.  This Agr

creation of an archive of Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Compan

Library, as I describe below. 

UCLA LIBRARY  

4. The UCLA Library is an appropriate home for the records of Golden State Mutual 

Life Insurance Company.  The UCLA Library system is ranked among t

research libraries in North America and continues to draw international at

superlative collections and innovative use of techn

he top ten academic 

tention for its 

ology.  With more than nine million volumes, 

ors and 4.4 million virtual 

, the UCLA Library system 

 of every kind on a daily 

basis, whether local public school children, community residents, journalists and academics from 

around the world, along with UCLA’s own faculty and students. 

  UCLA LIBRARY MISSION

283,113 electronic resources such as databases, nearly four million visit

visits to Library pages, a state-of-the-art storage and retrieval system

is the most important research center in the region, drawing researchers

 

5. UCLA Library is a public institution, part of the University of California, which 

holds its materials in trust for the people of California.  UCLA Library has strengthened its 

connection with the surrounding community through “Collecting Los Angeles” which gathers, 

preserves, interprets, and makes accessible UCLA Library collections documenting the 
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Angeles region.  This 

ections, photo archives, 

ry, communities, culture, 

roughly document African 

 of institutional records 

aterials 

ailable through our Digital Library 

remarkable multiplicity of cultures and at-risk hidden histories of the Los 

innovative project builds on the Library’s existing strengths in special coll

oral histories, maps, books, and circulating materials that reflect the histo

and civic life in Southern California. 

6. A high priority for “Collecting Los Angeles” is to tho

American history in Los Angeles, particularly through the preservation

and historical materials.  We are exploring new technologies for making digitized m

available online, improving on the images of collections av

Collections (see http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/).  It is a priority of UC

alive through digitization and online accessibility important elements of our African Am

collections through a variety of online formats, viz., images, audio and vi

7. UCLA Library already has the most significant collection 

American materials in the region, and we are very pleased that schola

basis to utilize these materials.  It is important that these historical ma

LA Library to help bring 

erican 

deo.   

of historical African 

rs come to us on a regular 

terials remain in Los 

s for their projects, so that 

aces and descriptions, and 

related individuals are able to access the material at will.  I served as 

from 1980 through 1994, and my strong message – keep California 

CLA Library’s mission.   

tate Mutual Collection is part of a rich trove of African American 

 Library and accessible to the public including this 

samp e of collections listed here:   

• Ralph Bunche Papers 

• George P. Johnson Negro Film Collection 

• Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Co. 

• Augustus Hawkins Papers 

• Mayor Tom Bradley Administrative Papers 

• Walter P. Gordon/William C. Beverly Photographic Collection 

Angeles, so that researchers have access to a critical mass of document

researchers are able to cross-reference materials, and check physical pl

also so that family and 

California state librarian 

materials in California – is part of the U

8. Our Golden S

historical collections housed here at UCLA

l
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on Family Papers 

ers 

es School District Monitoring Committee Records 

ett Spingarn Papers 

rs 

 

y Project 

S

• Ivan J. Houst

• Miriam Matthews Pap

• Los Angeles Urban League Records 

• Los Angel

• Arthur Burn

• DiahannCaroll Pape

• Horace Tapscott Papers 

• SOUL Publications, Inc.  Records

• African American Artists of Los Angeles Oral Histor

• African American Political Leaders of Los Angeles Oral History Project 

  CURRENT GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL HOLDING  

en State Mutual Life 

searchers.  It was donated 

pany.  It consists of 49 boxes 

siness records, 

nd company board 

ings, documentation of 

e 

 dating back to 1888, 

am Nickerson, and his 

r, Norman O. Houston.  There are numerous photographs, and items such as the diary of 

Mrs. Houston, documenting the Houston’s social and business calendar.  The company’s civic 

endeavors, such as scholarship funds, and the participation of co-founder George Beavers on the 

City of Los Angeles Housing Commission during WWII are documented.  Also, a view of 

African American recreational life is presented through photographs and newsletters on company 

picnics at black-owned resorts such as Val Verde.  The finding aid for this important repository 

can be found at 

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/ft8489n95g?query=Golden%20State%20Mutual%20

9. Since 1986, UCLA Library has been home to the Gold

Insurance Co. Records, 1866-1985.  This collection is highly used by re

by former GSM CEO, Ivan J. Houston, after he retired from the com

of rare and significant historical documents including such items as:  bu

government reports, audio tapes of interviews with company executives a

meetings, promotional material and company histories, newspaper clipp

the design, by architect Paul Williams, construction and public reception of the 1948 Hom

Office building on Adams Blvd., historical African American newspapers

biographical files on the chief executives of the company, founder Willi

successo
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Life%20Ins.%20Co.%20Records. 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH COMPANY PRINCIPALS AND DESCENDANTS 

ts and families of the 

eorge Beavers.  These 

d Golden State Mutual materials that strengthen 

e African American 

to UCLA Library in 1986 

an O. Houston had 

009, he was a featured 

 able, after months of 

elopment, to take delivery of the Houston family papers, donated to UCLA Library by Mr. 

s will be 

lude rare artifacts from 

van J. Houston’s WWII 

atford, president of the 

s, to acquire the historical 

essie Mae Beavers, and 

we are working with the Beavers family to arrange the papers of her father, Leroy Beavers, who 

was a groundbreaking insurance industry executive.  UCLA Library also houses a rare oral 

history with GSM co-founder George Beavers. 

13. Additionally, UCLA Library has acquired the Soul Collection, archive of the 

transformative newspaper/magazine published from 1966 – 1982 by William Nickerson’s 

granddaughter, Regina Jones and her husband, one of L.A.’s first African American broadcast 

news figures.  We are also in discussions with Alden Kimbrough, nephew of William Nickerson, 

10. UCLA Library has very strong relationships with descendan

GSM company founders, William Nickerson, Norman Houston and G

relationships allow us to build collections aroun

the company history and help expand understanding and knowledge of th

community and life in Los Angeles as part of the story of GSM.   

11. As mentioned above, the GSM collection was donated 

by former GSM CEO Ivan J. Houston.  Ivan J. Houston’s father, Norm

previously been company CEO, after William Nickerson, founding CEO.  UCLA Library has a 

longstanding relationship Mr. Houston and his family.  In November 2

speaker in our Library Patrons author’s series, and in July, 2010 we were

dev

Houston.  These materials are currently being processed so that researchers of all kind

able to get access to unprecedented family records.  Family records inc

Norman O. Houston’s WWI service as well as documents representing I

service.   

12. UCLA Library also has strong relationships with descendants of GSM founder, 

George Beavers.  We are currently working with Deborah Beavers-W

League of Allied Arts, the oldest black women’s club in Los Angele

records of the League which include the papers of her mother, the late J
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Exhibit A 

Qualifications of Gary E. Strong 

  Gary E. Strong has been UCLA university librarian since Septem

the director of the Queens Borough Public Library from September 1994 

Strong's career spans more than forty years as a librarian and library ad

unique perspective on the ramifications of the Information Age.  He c

issues reflecting the social challenges facing public institutions today, including the role of the 

public library in the twen

ber 2003.  He served as 

through August 2003. 

ministrator, giving him a 

an address many of the key 

ty-first century; adult literacy; electronic equity for equal access to 

ulticulturalism and cultural diversity in a pluralistic society; intellectual freedom, 

privacy, and ; and a host of subjects 

ibrarian Award from 

 Relations Round Table 

w York State Board of 

ew York Metropolitan 

 that organization in 

ssociations and 

I  the board of the section 

 of the IFLA Boston 

2001 NOC and served as the IFLA representative to the United Nations.  He is an active member 

of the International Association of Metropolitan Libraries.  He initiated cooperative agreements 

with the National Library of China and the Shanghai Library and created the International Center 

for Public Librarianship at Queens.  He also held the post of adjunct professor at Queens College. 

Before coming to Queens, he was the state librarian of California, the top administrative 

post in the California State Library system, from 1980 to 1994.  He was a founder and member of 

information; m

 censorship; funding and fundraising for public institutions

relating to the knowledge explosion. 

Service and Awards: 

He has won the Knowledge Trust Award, Twenty-First Century L

Syracuse University, Charlie Robinson Award from the Public Library Association, and 

Humphrey Award from the American Library Association's International

for his contributions to international librarianship.  He served on the Ne

Regents Advisory Council for Libraries and the board of directors of the N

Reference and Research Library Agency and was elected vice president of

October 1999.  He also served on the International Federation of Library A

nstitution (IFLA) Committee on Copyright and Other Legal Matters and

of Services to People with Disabilities.  He was co-chief executive officer
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oard of directors of the California State Library Foundation and is now a director emeritus of 

t

onstruction and 

tion and Renovation 

of the board of directors 

Governor's State Literacy Collaborative 

C  started the California 

e librarian.  He also created the 

rary system, as deputy state 

er in library 

s included positions as director of the Everett (Washington) Public Library, 1973-

76; director of the Lake Oswe

.  His earlier career as a 

966, and the University of 

on in his career, Strong's honors include the 

rustees and 

dministration and 

rd from the Public Library 

Association (1994), and the Exceptional Achievement Award (1992) from the Association of 

Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies. 

Throughout his career Strong has served on a number of leading policy panels, including 

the Committee on Intellectual Property Rights in the Emerging Information Infrastructure of the 

National Research Council (1998-99); and the Government Technology Conference Advisory 

Board (1993-94), for which he received the [California] Governor's Award for Exceptional 

Achievement; and the White House Conference on Libraries (1992). 

the b

hat body. 

While with the California Library, he also served as the chief executive officer of the 

California Library Services board, chairperson of the California Library C

Renovation Bond Act board, member of the California Library Construc

Bond Act finance committee, executive director and ex-officio member 

of the California State Library Foundation, chair of the 

ouncil, and member of the Family Impact Seminars advisory board.  He

Literacy Campaign and the Families for Literacy Program as stat

California Research Bureau for Public Policy at the State Library. 

Prior to that he spent four years with the Washington State Lib

librarian (1979-80) and associate director for services (1976-79).  His care

management ha

go (Oregon) Public Library, 1967-73; and head librarian of the 

Markeley Residence Library at the University of Michigan, 1966-67

librarian included service with the Latah County (Idaho) Free Library, 1

Idaho Library, 1963-66. 

Among many forms of professional recogniti

Librarian of the Year award from the California Association of Library T

Commissioners (1994), the John Cotton Dana award from the Library A

Management Association (1994), the Advancement of Literacy Awa
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gress.  He is a member of 

 the Chinese American 

Librarians A ong 

rary and literacy issues, and 

lifornia State Library 

obal Reach – Local Touch, 

 the articles "A Life in 

, December 1998, and "LinQing the World to Queens and Queens 

t s at international library 

ation services to 

Education: 

In 1984 he was named a Distinguished Alumnus by the University of Michigan, from 

which he earned a master of library science degree in 1967.  He received a bachelor's degree in 

education from the University of Idaho in 1966.  

He has served as a consultant and advisor to the Library of Con

the American Library Association, the California Library Association,

ssociation, and the Library Administration and Management Association, am

other professional organizations and affiliations. 

Strong is the author/editor of numerous journal articles on lib

in 1988 he won the H.W. Wilson Periodical Award for his work on the Ca

Foundation Bulletin, which he edited from 1982 to 1994.  He authored the chapter "Queens 

Library: Global Reach to Serve Diverse Communities" in Libraries: Gl

published by the American Library Association in 1998, and wrote

Literacy," American Libraries

o the World," American Libraries, October 2000.  He regularly speak

meetings on multicultural library service and electronic deliver of inform

multicultural communities. 
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DECLARATION OF MICHAEL R. WEISS IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR ORDERS 

AUTHORIZING LIQUIDATOR TO ENTER ARCHIVAL MATERIALS AGREEMENT 
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Epstein Turner Weiss 

A Professional Corporation 
633 West Fifth Street 

Suite 3330 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

dge of the facts and 

lifornia, and am a 

tion.  I and Epstein 

of California, in his 

idator”) of Golden State 

ife Insurance Company (“Golden State”), to provide legal services concerning Golden 

r Orders Authorizing 

ials To UCLA Library 

tion and the hearing date on 

cuments, to all persons 

hat may have a substantial, 

urt Orders pertaining to the 

rty to this action or have 

 UCLA Library, the four other bidders who submitted proposals for Golden 

State’s historical materials, the Building owner Community Impact Development II, LLC, 

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, National Organization of Life and Health Insurance 

Guaranty Associations, the Certificate of Contribution holders, and several persons and 

community groups who have contacted the Conservator or have otherwise expressed interest in 

Golden State’s historical materials.  Such persons and entities are listed on the Proof of Service 

filed concurrently herewith. 

// 

// 

// 

I, Michael R. Weiss, declare as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowle

circumstances set forth in this declaration, and if called upon to do so, I could and would 

competently testify thereto.  

2. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Ca

partner with the law firm Epstein Turner Weiss, A Professional Corpora

Turner Weiss have been retained by the Insurance Commissioner of the State 

capacity as Conservator (“Conservator”) and then as Liquidator (“Liqu

Mutual L

State.  I make this declaration in support of the Liquidator’s Application Fo

Liquidator To Enter Archival Materials Agreement And Transfer Mater

(“Application”). 

3. I and my staff provided written notice of this Applica

the Application, by mailing a copy of the Application and supporting do

and entities known to me, the Liquidator and the Liquidator’s staff t

unsatisfied claim that may be affected by the Application and any Co

Application, regardless of whether the persons or entities are a pa

appeared in it, in compliance with California Rules of Court Rule 3.1184(c).  Said persons and 

entities include the
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